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PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES — COMMUNITY USE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.03 am]: Last year,  
Hon Sue Ellery, Minister for Education and Training, asked me to review the Department of Education’s policy on 
community use of public school facilities and resources following correspondence from a number of members of 
Parliament and the school community. Schools are often seen as the heart of the community. In addition to providing 
a space for students to learn, they are also important facilities for the community. Sports clubs, local government, 
community groups and residents can all benefit from a school’s facilities, including ovals, gymnasiums, undercover 
areas and performing arts centres. In fact, in some new suburbs, schools are the only places where there are sports 
ovals and facilities such as playing courts. However, it is important to strike the right balance between sharing 
facilities and maintaining security and safety so that schools are not disadvantaged for opening up and sharing 
their facilities. Some members of the community raised concerns that school facilities were not widely available 
for community use by local sports clubs and the wider public. Existing Department of Education policies on 
community use were unclear. 

As part of my project, I visited a number of schools in both metropolitan and regional locations that were identified 
as great community hubs, and a review was undertaken on existing policies and procedures. During my visits, 
schools were able to share with me the real benefits that come with sharing their facilities, as well as some of the 
challenges. These are outlined in case studies from my school visits to Baldivis Secondary College, Subiaco Primary 
School, Anne Hamersley Primary School and Sheoak Grove Primary School. These benefits included providing 
access to services to support families and communities, opening up green space, which is vital in new suburbs, 
and lowering the risk of wilful damage to schools. I am pleased to advise the house that, following my review, a range 
of initiatives have been developed to encourage and support greater community use of these valuable public facilities. 

The Department of Education will now release a renewed position on community use of public school facilities 
and support for schools to provide a more consistent approach. This will include a simplified community use of 
school facilities policy and supporting guidelines, promotional materials outlining the benefits to the community 
and a suite of resources to support schools to make their facilities available to the community. This work reflects 
the extensive consultation and feedback from schools and stakeholders as part of the review. Information on the 
renewed policy and support for schools is available on the Department of Education’s intranet. The community 
can access information on a dedicated page on the Department’s website. 
This announcement is not compulsory. It will not work in some schools, and that is okay. This announcement will 
provide the tools necessary to empower those schools that choose to open up their facilities. I am confident that 
this support will encourage access for the community to a wider range of facilities and resources. From these visits, 
I have seen the very best of what schools can do to become the heart of the community. 
 


	PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES — COMMUNITY USE
	Statement by Parliamentary Secretary


